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ALASWAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 
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North of 60° ------- 


UNIT DESIGNS ALASKAN 
CENTENNIAL MEDALLIONS 


Elmendorf AFB, Alaska - The Alas- 
kan Comm. Rgn. recently became 
the only Alaskan military organiza- 
tion to coin and issue a commemor- 
ative medallion. 


The members of the 1930th Comm. 
Sq. issued the medallion commemo- 
rating the Alaska Purchase Centen- 
nial in order to help raise money and support a nearby orphanage. 


The idea for the medallion was originated by MSgt. Fred Pogue, maintenance technician for 
the 1930th. 


The medallion is illustrated with a map of Alaska and the words “Alaska Purchase Centen- 
nial” and “The Last Frontier” on one side. On the reverse are the words “Alaskan Comm. 
Region” and the emblem of the Alaskan Comm. Region’s parent command. 


Twenty-five sets - each containing one sterling, one bronze, and one brass medallion - were 
struck. In addition, 5,000 single bronze medallions were manufactured numbering one to 
5,000. 


The Lazy Mountain Children’s Home, located in Palmer, Alaska, has been a favorite project of 
both the 1930th and 1931st Comm. Sq. for the past eight years. Thirty-four children ranging 
in age from four to 18 now live at the home. 


Anyone in Alaska interested in acquiring one of the $1 medallions should write to: 1930th 
Comm. Sq. (FS), Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, 99506. Those outside Alaska should address their 
queries to 1930th Comm. Sq. (FS), APO Seattle 98742. Note: This offer expired 53 year ago! 


Editor’s Note: Source of the preceding is unknown, but probably the Anchorage Daily News 
or the Anchorage Times, probably from 1966 or 1967. 


The military was instrumental in the construction of Lazy Mountain Children’s Home. Quonset 
huts were donated by Fort Richardson, and volunteer military labor helped to construct the 
buildings. 


And who was MSst. Fred Pogue? 


THE POGUES OF ANCHORAGE 


Loren F. “Fred” Pogue and Gerald Pogue were originally from Missouri. They are known to 
Alaska token collectors because of the three 50¢ tokens they issued in 1969: 1) International 
Liquor Store, 2) The Pines Liquor Store and 3) Jungle Land Pet Shop (with T.S. Adams). 
These tokens were used in trade and for advertising purposes. 


Loren Fred Pogue was entrepreneurial throughout his military career holding many sales 
Continued on page 17 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Our thanks go to Loren Fred Pogue for providing 
much of the information about the Alaskan Comm. 
Region medal and the Pogue family tokens. Truly an 
interesting family! 


eBay was quiet this month. An ARRC 1¢ sold for a 
ridiculous price ($248). A Ketchikan Blue Fox Pup 
5¢ sold for $36! Where are these buyers when I’m 
selling ;) 


Several military tokens on eBay attributed to Alaska 
were offered by a respected seller. Sadly, I don’t be- 
lieve that there is an Alaska token collector that thinks 
they are Alaskan. The seller did offer an alternative 
attribution for some of them. These apparently came 
from a well known military token collector, who, 
frankly, has muddied the waters considerably. There 
is the possibility that they were consigned to the seller 
by our friend well known for selling mis-attributed 
Alaska tokens, as his claim to his offerings being 
Alaska tokens is pinned to the same military token 
collector. 


The Library of Congress Chronicling America has 
added newspapers to their collection - Fairbanks, 
Ketchikan, Kodiak and Nome. We have used these 
new resources to provide some interesting informa- 
tion this month. More references to Bingles were 
found and this can be found on page 23. 


I read at night to put myself to sleep. Occasionally I 
find a book or two that reveals some interesting trivia. 
See page 20. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, (Elks) 1351, 12’2¢, B-8a 100.00* 
Elmendorf AFB, Civilian Club, 10¢, b=1b 7.57 
Juneau, Nuggett, 12’2¢, B-29a 10.50 
Juneau, Nuggett, 12’2¢, B-29a 7.51 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie’s, 2¢, 8¢, B-1 a,c 9.990B 
Ketchikan, Blue Fox Pup, 5¢, B-6a 36.55 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $5, B-1d 21.50 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 18.000B 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 18.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 248.37 
Palmer, Pastime, 12'2¢, B-8a 100.00* 
Palmer, Ron-Da-Voo, 12’2¢, B-9a 495.00? 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 8.50 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 25¢, B-14c 8.50 
Snug Harbor, $1.25, B-2a 18.500B 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, 25¢, 50¢, $1, B-7 a-c 16.01 


*Sold as a lot, including a maverick token. 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the 
Record. 
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Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, March 10, 1919. 
While digging through frozen gravel on Horseshoe 
Creek in the Kobuk country prospectors unearthed 
the skeleton of what is said to be a prehistoric mos- 
quito. The skeleton was about the size of an eagle of 
our day, but conformed to the Alaskan mosquito of 
today in general appearance. The bones were all dug 
up and the insect has been reconstructed and will be 
sent out to a museum. It would take some of these 
birds to get through the hides of our delinquent sub- 
scribers. -- Valdez Miner. 


We are fortunate in that our subscribers are prompt 
with their renewals. I think we only lost three this 
year but have already picked up two new subscrib- 


ers. 
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NOTICE! 


All orders mailed to a street addresses will now 
require a signature, at the additional cost of $3.15 
per package. We lost a shipment to a “porch pirate” 
and the Post Office accepts no responsibility for leav- 
ing the package where it could be stolen, even though 
the theft is a Federal crime. 


POGUE, cont. 


positions and working construction. While stationed 
at Kirtland AFB, he and his wife ran a pet shop in 
Albuqueque. 

Given the opportunity to come to Alaska, Fred lg et a ane peas hea ae 
jumped at it and he and his wife spent Christmas 1959 Say RO SPAIRPOST AD 

in Alaska. Sadly, his wife developed breast cancer, x 
and they were sent to Lackland AFB, Texas so she 
could get treatment. Mrs. Pogue succumbed to the 


disease. It was not until 1963 that Fred made it back tonal Liquor Store. Its license was issued in 1971 to 
to Alaska: Fred Pogue Brothers and Sons Enterprises, Inc. 


He served at many of the remote sites, as a 
cryptographist with the 1930th Communication 
Squadron, Air Force Communications Service. He 
re-enlisted while he was at Tin City. 


With Thomas S. Adams, USAF Major, retired, Fred 
went back into the pet and pet supply business. They 
were also involved in real estate ventures in the 
Matanuska Valley under the Jungle Land Pet Shop 
partnership, and in the Fairview area of Anchorage 
under the name Alaska Traders, Inc. 


PINES 
LIQUOR STORE 


CORNER LAKE OTIS AND TUDOR ROAD 


[SRR NOON IS 3 Ark BHAT 
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BOURBON 


ALASKA Centenntal Medallions -— oe 

dollars, gold and many more. 
JUNGLE LAND PET SHOP 

4233 (233 Mt. Vie View Or, 277-5742 


OIL and veivet paintings at prices you! 

don’t want to miss, $4.50 and up. 
Jungle Land Pet Shop, 4233 Mt. View 
_Dr. 277-574; 5742, 


THE 


wens 
The “Alaskan Comm. Region medals were also of- 
fered for sale at Jungle Land Pet Shop, as well as 
“silver dollars, gold and many more.” In the adja- 
cent ad, Jungle Land also offered “Oil and velvet 
paintings.” (Anchorage Daily Times, March 18, 
1968). How 60s-ish! Paintings on black velvet. 


CANADIAN 
LORD CALVERT 3 Az 
$5.29 st m 


Black Label Beer *T' ¢ px (4.69 case 
MONARCHS 542. 


jt | 


6” sos,» JUHNNY WALKER RED ICE 
SPECIALS GOOD TODAY THRU FRI. AUG. 18TH FOR camping, picnics, parties or freezing 
Free gifts for the first 200 customers re dogs ae PET SHOP 
Anchorage Daily Times, August 11, 1967. 423 Mt. View Drive 277-5742 


as Liquor tia 
Fred’s brother Gerald joined him i in Alaska in 1963. IRTERNATIONEL LIQUOR STORE 
Together, they ran The Pines Liquor Store, Interna- Arctic & International Rd. 
tional Liquor Store and the Flight Deck Bar. The 
Flight Deck was at the same address as the Interna- 


Never one to miss a business opportunity, all three 
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POGUE, cont. 


businesses offered ICE for camping, picnics, parties 
or freezing fish (Anchorage Daily Times, July 23, 


 saeeeeeieeeemmemensies eon 
Notices W 


Free Alaskan trade token with 
‘any purchase of $5 or more 
Jungleland Pet Shop 
international Liquor Store 

Pines Liquor Store 

‘Sonto's Discount Toytand 


-SANTA'S DOlscount Toyland 

| Watch for Grand Opening 4233 
M! View Drive 
eee ent aie | 
1969). I am sure that in more than one instance, they 
sold ice to Eskimos. 


The three tokens issued in 
1969 were for use in trade 
and for advertising pur- 
poses. An advertisement 
in the Anchorage Daily 
Times of September 30, 
1969 offers a “Free Alas- 
kan trade token with any 
purchase of $5 or more” at all three establishments. 
It also mentions a fourth business, located at the same 
address as Jungle Land Pet Shop - Santa’s Discount 
Toyland. 


You can’t tell the Pogues without a program... 


Anchorage Daily Times, August 15, 1972: 

TELL IT TO...Bud 

Dear Bud: 

On a news program on TV Aug. 8 regarding the nu- 
merous Pogues running for state office, Herb didnt 
know, I dont know and no one else knows, who is 
what Pogue? Which of the Pogues are Democrats 
and which are Republicans? George Massey. 

Dear George: 

Ina column in last weeks Times on the up-coming 
election there was an item about the Pogues. Two, 
Jerry and Delores, are husband and wife and both 
listed as Republicans. Jerry’ brother Loren is also 
running but he is on the ballot as a Democrat. 


Place Your Vote Where It Counts 


ELECT 


Fred Pogue 


DEMOCRAT 
State House 
DISTRICT 7 


3 
\ 
€ 


The Legislator must consider bills covering a very wide range of motters. Obviously, this calls for training and/or 
experience in mony varied fields. in our present legislature this is quite limited os over 75% are Attorneys or 
Doctors, Though these people are usually highly qualified ih their specialized fields this does not match the 
diversified needs of a Legislator. 

However, because of my particular background in both training ond experience | feel you will consider 
me most uniquely qualified to serve you, 

| pledge to never forget thot | work for all the people | represent and regordless of whether they voted for 
me or not, | sincerely hope to keep an open mind and open door at all times, FRED POGUE 


Vote for Qualifications — Vote POGUE 


Pd, Pol,,Adv. by Committee to elect Fred Pogue, Moggle Lamberton, Chairman 800 W. International Airport Rd. 


Anchorage Daily Times, August 21, 1972. 


All three Pogues were in the primary election for 
House District 7. Five were to be nominated from 
each party. None of the Pogues were successful. Has 
there ever been another time in Alaska when a hus- 
band and wife ran in the same election? Or brothers 
in different political parties in the same election? Or 
three members of the same family in the same elec- 
tion? 


Loren Fred Pogue retired from the military in 1971 
after 20 years service. He left Alaska in 1973 for 
Texas where he founded Loren F. Pogue Enterprises, 
Inc. He now spends his time between Texas, Costa 
Rica and Panama. 


Gerald Pogue left Alaska in the early 1980s, first 
moving to Washington, then Texas and finally back 
to his home state of Missouri. 


The 1976-77 Greater Anchorage Directory shows: 
Thomas S. Adams is the proprietor of Jungle 
Land Pet shop. 
The Pines is under new ownership. 
The International Liquor Store is being run by 
Loren D. Pogue, Loren F. “Fred” Pogue’s 
son. The license was transferred in 1979. 


My thanks to Loren Fred Pogue for sharing this in- 
formation and to J.D. Williams for research assis- 
tance. 
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PILGRIMAGE TO ALASKA 


“Commemorating the Eleventh Pilgrimage of Nile 
Temple to Alaska, 1926 / Nile Temple A.A.O.N.M.S. 
Seattle.” 


It appears that pilgrimages to Alaska by fraternal or- 
ganizations were not uncommon, but rarely com- 
memorated. 


Nile Pilgrims in Anchorage 
One of Anchorage ’s best friends and civic leaders, 
Thomas §. Bevers was born in South Boston, Vir- 
ginia on March 30, 1889. He arrived in Anchorage 
in 1919 and first worked for the Alaska Railroad at 
various jobs. He was the first chief of the Volunteer 
Fire Department, a post he held for over twenty years. 
Tom had great faith in the future of Anchorage and 


was one of its greatest boosters. He was instrumen- 
tal in the development of the Fur Rendezvous...He 
served on the City Council for several terms. 


Tom was considered the “official greeter” in Anchor- 
age, always taking time to show off the City to visi- 
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iS AN ACTIVE MEMBER FOR THE YEAR 


= 
SECRETARY 


tors and dignitaries. He was forever willing to serve 
on committees for the benefit of the community. 


While on a duck hunting trip on October 4, 1944, 
Tom was stricken with a fatal heart attack. Although 
his body was supposedly shipped to his native home 
in Virginia for burial, cemetery records show him 
being buried in the Masonic Tract, Anchorage Me- 
morial Park Cemetery. 


From: Legends & Legacies, Anchorage 1910-1935, 
by John P. Bagoy. See this book for much more in- 
formation on Thomas Bevers. Illustrations provided 
by JW Terrill. 


ANOTHER PILGRIMAGE 
MEDAL 


The Gizeh Temple of Victoria, BC, made a pilgrim- 
age to Dawson, YT in 1914. 


The upper two portions are gold colored, while the 
gold pan is silver with gold. The cap is red, white 
and black enamel. 


WHAT?’S DICK READING? 


An Alaskan Adventure by Frederick James Currier, 
no date, privately published. 


Fred Currier was from Wisconsin. In 1894, he was 
on his way to Oregon to buy an apple orchard. He 
got sidetracked in Vancouver, BC, and came to Alaska 
to search for gold. He did the usual Chilkoot Trail 
thing on his way to Fortymile. From there he went to 
the Circle mining district. In 1896, he sold his claim 
on Mastodon Creek and returned to Wisconsin for a 
year. During that year, he had a small steamboat built 
with the intention going up the Tanana River and pros- 
pecting there. In 1898, the boat (named Potlatch) was 
shipped intact via the Northern Pacific Railroad to 
Seattle and loaded onto a larger boat and shipped to 
St. Michael. But what has all this got to do with to- 
kens? 


“St. Michael's Bay was alive with shipping as our 
boat, the Governor Pingree...”’ 


The ship towing the 
Potlatch to the 
Yukon River from 
St. Michael was the 
Governor Pingree 
(B-1a, page 323 of Benice). 


Currier and the 
Potlatch pro- 
ceeded up the 
Yukon (July 25) 
to the Tanana and 
was on the Chena 
(in the company 
of the Tanana 
Chief whichalso 
came to Alaska — Puiegecs ; F 4 

: ble ee at rai Z ef 
ae ch ia Potlatch and Tanana Chief 
Tanana Valley in 1900 for Nome, two years before 
Pedro made his discovery, and Barnette founded 
Fairbanks. 


The last paragraph of the book is of interest to nu- 
mismatists: J made a visit to the mint where my dust 
was changed to coin of the realm, then the North 
Pacific Railroad took me eastward and home to wife, 
children, and relatives. The ten year long adventure 
in the Northland was ended.” 
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Klondike Letters, The Correspondence of a Gold 
Seeker in 1898, Alaska Northwest Pub. Co. 


This magazine size publication is comprised of let- 
ters from Alfred G. McMichael, a photographer from 
Detroit. The letters document his trip from Detroit 
to Seattle, up the inside passage, over the Chilkoot 
Pass and down the Yukon. 


In a letter dated July 29, 1898 from Nation City, a 
settlement on the Yukon River between Fortymile and 
Circle City, he writes: “Last Sunday a boat stopped 
here for wood and we heard some bad news. The mate 
told us that the Boston Alaska Steamship Company 
had failed. This is the one we prepaid our freight to 
and expected them to have our supplies here by Au- 
gust Ist. The mate said they got one boat as far as 
Dutch Harbor. We bought our goods from the Pa- 
cific Outfitting Company, 305 Occidental Avenue, Se- 
attle. This company was to deliver our supplies to 
the steamship company in time for the first boat.” 


Pacific Outfitting Company? I have a token from 
that company! This is the documentation I need to 
include this in my gold rush collection. 


“Circle City, Tuesday, August 9, 1898. 

“We may be in luck yet regarding our grub. The new 
boats are just beginning to get up now. From parties 
on two that came yesterday, I heard that the Boston 
Alaska Steamship Company (B&A. Co.) had a boat 
which started up the Yukon with two barges. Her name 
is the Gov. Pingree. One of these boats has been 
three weeks coming up and has been on sand bars 
half a dozen times. So our company may get boats up 
here after all and our supplies may come too.” 


After the Gov. Pingree brought the Potlatch and 
Tanana Chief to the mouth of the Yukon River, she 
continued up river to deliver supplies to the mining 
camps. McMichael’s grub arrived in Circle City on 
September 16, 1898. Did the Gov. Pingree service 
both of these outfits on the same trip? I tend to be- 
lieve so. 


SHIPS TAVERN - KODIAK 


A recent addition to the LoC Chronicling America 
newspapers is the Kodiak Mirror, 1940-1976. 


The Ships Tavern token (B-12a), with its 12’4¢ in 
trade value must surely be older than the 40s. Ads 
for the Ship’s Tavern are primarily from the early 
60s. It is shown as both Ships and Ship’s in the ads. 


nee tenets in port and ogttniug Monday, 
duty tet assume command once again 


SHIP'S TAVERN 


— Fea Rickard at the Heotm — 
Come Get Your GROG Ration 


SURPRIGE! in Gur Hold This Trip: 


Draft Beer! 


ee oF 


AAM Wid Ae My 


and 6 Bites tat and Hasty, SERGE MP: 


PHANG 
Feet 


June 28, 1963 


But the most interesting item relating to the Ships 
Tavern is the following from the Kodiak Mirror, June 
14, 1963: 


SILVER DOLLARS APPEAR-DISAPPEAR LIKE 
MAGIC HERE 


One thousand dollars in silver dollars is now miss- 
ing in Kodiak! 


The recent sudden appearance in the community of 
silver dollars has caused considerable comment and 
speculation as to their source. 


They are for real we are told by Von Straut, who is 
responsible for their circulation here. 
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“These cartwheels actually cost more than a dollar 
each because we had to specially order and import 
them and the cost of bringing them up was consider- 
able,” Straut, who operates the Montmartre Inn, 
Ships Tavern and Tony’s Bar, said. 


Millie Markham, owner of the Montmartre, said they 
had received terrific response to their use for mak- 
ing change. 


“Trouble is, everybody wants them for change and 
promptly secrets them away for their own collection, ” 
she said, adding, “We brought in 1,000 of them and 
only had 11 left by Thursday. We are bringing more 
of them up as soon as possible.” 


Some people here, especially those who came from 
the East Coast had never before seen a silver dollar 
and some were not even sure they were genuine 
money. Anyone having any doubts about them are 
urged to bring them to the Mirror where we will be 
happy to take a risk and pay 50 cents each for the 
cartwheels. 


Alaska Rare Coins has been ordering, through our 
bank, the new 2020 Elizabeth Peratrovich dollars to 
use in our store. We have gone through 2,000 and 
are waiting for our third order of 1,000. The recep- 
tion by our customers has been positive, but I am 
sure that 90% of the ones that we give out in change 
are being saved, not spent again. 


The State of Alaska requested that 5 million be re- 
leased in Alaska. That is obviously not going to hap- 
pen. The Mint is selling them to Alaska banks at 
1,000 per day, plus shipping. Our bank, Mt. 
McKinley Bank, may be the only bank in the state 
doing this, and only at our request. 


FISH CREEK GOLD 


Fish Creek is about 30 miles north of Fairbanks, and 
adjacent to the large, open pit, Ft. Knox Gold Mine. 


These tokens were made from gold from the 
Stepovich claims. “Wise” Mike Stepovich first mined 
on Fish creek in 1902. Originally from Montenegro, 
he came to the U.S. about 1890. He joined the gold 
rush to the Klondike, but when he heard of Pedro’s 
strike, he headed to what would become the Fairbanks 
Mining District. 


The General Refining Co. assay is .889. We have 
pressed 38 pieces, of which 18 were for the family. 
It is likely the family will request that I press more 
for them. 


These tokens are available for $125 each, postpaid. 
There are no silver die trials at this time. 


CARNIVAL TOKEN 


An interesting token was submitted by J.D. Williams. 
“Good for $1.00 in trade in Fairbanks until March 
15 - ?.D.D. & Corpn.” Perhaps from 1940. Sadly, 
we cannot identify ?.D.D. & Corpn. Black on yellow 
card stock, 62mm by 27mm 


2 PEOPLE REALLY WANTED IT! 
Skagway- Yukon Memorandum of Understanding. 


~~ Nae 


In October, 2001, Skagway and the Yukon govern- 
ment signed a memorandum of understanding to fo- 
cus on joint economic development opportunities. 


On eBay, two bidders fought it out! The price real- 
ized was $75!!! ‘It only takes two bidders! 


A month or so later, another Skagway encased cent 
showed up on eBay. I was wondering if it would 
equal or eclipse the first. 


It did not! It realized $11.05. Still a healthy price for 


a fairly recent encased cent. 
PIS IS IS 2S 2S IR 24S 2k 24k 24k 2k 24g 2 28 2S 2S 2S 2S 2S 28 2S 2S 2S 2S 2S 24S 2S 2S 2S 2S IR 24S 24g 2g 24g 24g IS 2S 2g 2k 2k 2k 2k 


STORES 


oo 


Cordova Daily Times, March 24, 1921. 

Frank Kern, who operates a trading station at the 
mouth of the Yukon River, has applied for a permit to 
can 4,000 cases of king salmon at a new plant on 
Akularak slough. 


Ed. Note: Kern had stores at Andreafsky (now part 
of Holy Cross), Holy Cross and Kwiguk (now Moun- 
tain Village). 
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MORE ON BINGLES! 


The LoC has added several newspapers to their 
Chronicling America. Included are papers from 
Fairbanks, Ketchikan, Kodiak, and Nome. When this 
happens, I have to do my search for “bingle” again to 
see what pops up! 


From the Ketchikan Miner: 


December 24, 1914: 

Acting under the order of the District Attorney, the 
Marshal’ office yesterday ordered slot machines to 
be closed at eight o’clock last night, as well as at 
other “gambling devices.”’ The order was not ex- 
pected. For sometime there has been a strong inti- 
mation that something was doing. It had been a well 
known fact about town and a mater of ??? comment 
that gambling is flourishing in Juneau in several 
forms. 


Complaints began to reach the city officers and the 
latter notified certain houses that gambling would 
have to cease. Efforts to secure evidence for convic- 
tions failed owing to the unwillingness of anyone to 
swear to a complaint. It ??? in the sweeping order 
??? all games of chance and raffles and prize offers 
??? contests, whether for individual firms or church 
fairs and charitable purposes. The officers are non- 
committal as to whether card games ??? for trade 
are included, but it is understood that card games 
for strictly trade purposes will not be molested, un- 
less a complaint is made and sworn to. Games for 
“high bingles”’ however are included, upon the as- 
sumption that playing for bingles leads to gambling 
and can easily be abused. 


...Not knowing just how far the order went toward 
card games, a number of the saloons and other places 
last night stopped all card games for trade in their 
places. Juneau Dispatch. 


January 28, 1915. 

Marshal Jack Davies was in receipt of a letter from 
headquarters in Juneau last night, instructing him to 
notify all saloons and other places that playing for 
“bingles” or trade of any kind will not be tolerated. 
The letter directed him to collect evidence against 
any further violations of the anti-gambling law and 
lay the same before the Deputy U.S. Attorney for pros- 
ecution. 


So how did the prohibition on playing cards for 
bingles work out in Ketchikan? 


The prohibition might have worked for a while, but 
these tokens from the Pioneer are circa 40s to post 
statehood. Some of the “P” points appear to be mint 
state. I suspect they were from a later striking as many 
of the other “P” tokens are very well worn. 


From the Nome Daily Nugget: 


January 25, 1936. 
Bingle Money Be Used Palmer Not Yet Arrived 


Palmer, Jan 25, - Tokens minted by the federal gov- 
ernment, to be used as money among the colonists 
was announced today. 


While mainly for the purpose of commissary pur- 
chases, the tokens, already dubbed “bingles” may 
be used for any purpose to which money is usually 
put. None of the tokens have been received here yet. 


March 9, 1936. 

A report in Palmer states that brass “bingles” are 
being used as money. It avoids bookkeeping formerly 
required when the accounting department debited one 
man and credited another each time an article of 
value changed hands. Bingle may become accepted 
as money throughout the valley. One taxi driver is 
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MORE ON BINGLES, cont. 


already accepting them. 


June 19, 1936. 
The Matanuska Valley Pioneer has the following to 
say ,,, in reference to the colony: 


Washington, with plenty of living cost statistics from 
which to judge says that the local food budget is too 
liberal, and there are those in the colony who argue 
that it is not enough. 


Enquiry among the families here have convinced us 
that the difference of opinion is simply a matter of 
economy and management in the home. There are 
families here who are laying up a reserve on their 
budget, others who are using up their entire bingle 
allowance before the month is half over then come in 
and demand additional credit at the commissary. 


Kodiak Mirror, Oct. 20, 1961. 


eee 
Wanted 


Alaskan Bingles or trade tokens; 
U.S., Canadian and gold coins. K. 
Deothridge,, Box 785, Juneau, 


Alaska. 7-28-lSy 
Pbpb ebb eh P hot bie 


at al bes 


Tundra Times, Fairbanks, Dec. 23, 1963. 


BINGLES WANTED 
Highest price paid for Alaska 
“BINGLES” or tokens. All let- 
ters answered the some day re- 
ceived. 
Joe Crusey 


Box 245, Anchorage, Alaska 


CHENA TOKEN IN RUBY 


In the February 2020 issue in our Bingle article, page 
13, we had an account of B&K Chena tokens being 
found in a package of tobacco in Ruby. George Jesse 
wondered how they got there. 


The tokens were for Birnbaum and Kubon. The fol- 
lowing may show how they got to Ruby, but not how 
they got in the package of tobacco. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Sept. 4, 1911. 

Al Birnbaum, the Delta cigar merchant, who went to 
Ruby a couple of weeks ago to size up the new camp, 
has written his wife to close up the business in Chena 
- the Delta Cigar Store - and ship the outfit to him at 
Ruby at once. 


Iditarod Pioneer, Sept. 23, 1916. 

Pioneer Ruby Business Disposed of to N.C. Co. 
...both partners, Al Birnbaum and E.W. Griffin, hav- 
ing decided to go Outside, they sold all their stock, 
store buildings and warehouses to the Northern Com- 
mercial Company. As soon as all negotiations are 
concluded they will leave. 


Both men will be missed, Al Birnbaum particularly, 
he being very active in the commercial affairs of Ruby. 


Presumably, Mr. Birnbaum brought the tokens with 
him from Chena to Ruby, stored them in a package 
of tobacco, which was sold with the inventory of 
Birnbaum & Griffin to the N.C. Company! 


Moving Pictures 


nate ate 


 oatenehedamnanatl 


Seed 


The California, Fairbanks B-11, Fred Martin and William Koon. Alaska Citizen, May 8, 1911. 
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THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ITEMS 


POGUE TOKENS 


All 1969, 50¢ in trade, aluminum, 35mm NORTH TO THE FUTURE 


Zh DE AND >. 

7< <n . 
‘fl WWEEREAT ON, oN 
if ta sneer 5Tog, e 


Ry ARCTIC BLVD & 


% 2. 
Bs INTERNATIONAL a 


BO. AIRPORT RD a . 
‘A "1867-1967 


: 
ZF TAS 


Alaska Purchase Centennial reverse, same as 
Alaska Comm. Region, 40mm alum. 5.00 


SHRINE TOKENS 


5.00 


Anchorage Shrine Circus, 1961, 25¢ in trade 
aluminum, 25.5mm 5.00 


£ APPRECIATE! 
“YOUR BUSINESS 


Jungle Land Pet Shop 5.00 


ALASKA COMM. REGION 


Al Aska Shrine, with Anchorage, 40mm CN 8.00 


Bronze, 1967 8.00 As above, but brass 8.00 
As above, but without Anchorage, CN 8.00 
As above, but without Anchorage, brass 8.00 
As above, set of 4 25.00 
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THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ITEMS 


KETCHIKAN “POINTS” TOKENS 


KETCHIKAN: “P” (probably Pioneer Bar). 
Set of 3: 10-25-100 points B-41 a-c 


10 Points only, B-41a 12.00 KETCHIKAN: Pioneer Bar, R+C, B-44 b,d,e 
25 Points only, B-41b 12.00 Set of 3: 10-25-100 30.00 
100 Points only, B-41c 12.00 10 Points only, B-44b 12.00 


100 Points only, B-44e 12.00 


All orders are now plus actual postage. All orders 
to street addresses will require a signature (see 
editor’s comments). Since we send most orders 


KETCHIKAN: Pioneer Bar. 10 Points on approval, upon receipt, all you have to do is 
B-44b . ° ‘ 15.00 add the postage to your invoice. 


ELIZABETH PERATROVICH DOLLARS 


Released only to circulation in 
Alaska. The Fairbanks Coin Club 
and 4H Youth in Government were 
instrumental in promoting the re- 
“> lease to circulation. These are 
Li Si BelAcs- =. ' \\ counterstamped: A map of Alaska 
SFEOVE ) for the Fairbanks Coin Club; and a 
4-leaf clover for the 4H Clubs. 


$2.00 each plus postage 


We supply the coins and the labor, 
the respective clubs get a $1 each! 
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